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Dr. Franz will step down as
UAH president next year
Dr. Frank Franz will transition from being president of UAH
next year at the end of the spring semester.
He presented his plans to the University of Alabama System
Board of Trustees at the board's meeting at UAH in April. Dr.
Franz joined UAH in 1991 and has served as president for 15
years.
During his announcement to the board, Franz voiced his good
fortune in serving as UAH president. "It has been a great privi
lege to work with the students, faculty, staff, administration and
friends of UAH in building a fine institution that serves so well
both the people of Alabama and our extended constituencies,"
he said.
UAH has undergone vast changes during Franz's tenure,
both in campus appearance and in its operation.
Today, construction activity is widespread on campus. The
Applied Sciences Building will be completed and ready for
occupancy in the fall of 2007. The 200,000-square-foot building
will contain classrooms and laboratories to house activities for
UAH's science, engineering and economic development. Five
Dr. Frank Franz
fraternity and sorority houses are under construction and will
be occupied this fall. Work has started on building a baseball,
softball and soccer complex on the campus.
These projects follow construction in other areas of the campus, such as the recent completion
of two residence halls on the north end of the campus, which added rooms to accommodate 547
students. Other campus additions under Franz' tenure include the addition of Olin B. King
Technology Hall, Shelbie King Hall, an expansion to the library, the expansion of the university
food service area and the addition of the University Fitness Center.
A national search to find a successor to Dr. Franz will be conducted by the University of Alabama
System Board of Trustees.
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UAH ALUMNI NEWS
Commencement 2006
More than 1,200 students received their diplomas at
UAH's May commencement exercises at the Von Braun
Center in downtown Huntsville. The university awarded
830 bachelor's degrees, 387 master's degrees and 32
doctoral degrees. Geraldine Bednash, executive director
of the American Association of Colleges of Nursing
(AACN), gave the commencement address.

Clockwise from top: President Frank Franz
congratulates one of UAH's graduates.
Nursing executive Geraldine Bednash delivers
the commencement address while Alumni
Association President Grady Gaston welcomes
the graduates to the world of UAH alumni.
The smiles of these students mark the happy
ending of a path that led to their diplomas.
Dean Dave Billings shakes the hand of a
graduate from the College
of Administrative
Science.
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'Above, construction rm
the Fraternity and
Sorority Ron housing
is drawing near an
end with occupancy
o f the five homes
scheduled for this failMeanwhile, activity on
the Applied Sciences
Building continues to
progress. The opening
' of that 200,000
square-foot facility
is expected in the
Fall o) 2007

Donna Reed's leadership leads to award from
local Women's Economic Development Council
University of Alabama System
Donna Reed's life has been a
and is as an adjunct assistant
ong path leading to success. But
professor of accounting.
hat success hasn't come easily,
Dr. Reed has more than 20
ncluding many obstacles she has
years experience in higher
aced and has overcome.
education auditing and teaching.
As a result of her achieveShe has been a Certified Internal
nents, she is a recipient of
Auditor since the spring of 1987he Women Honoring Women
She has more than 250 hours
\ward by the Women's Economic
of auditing and higher education
jf the Year by the Huntsville
administrative continuing
;hapter of the Women's
professional credits. The citation
Economic Development Council
for her WEDC award said,
(WEDC).
"Accounting is a profession that
The council provides educa
attracts many women, and as a
tional, financial and mentoring
visible
and successful professional
support to help women achieve
accountant
and professor of
self-sufficiency and economic
accounting,
Donna Reed has been
independence, improving their
Donna Reed
a
role
model
for other women.
lives and our community's
Her success and reputation on the UAH campus
economic health.
and
her 'first-woman status' in many of her campus
Dr. Reed has been a mainstay on the UAH
positions
make her a role model to other women.
campus, serving in various capacities at the
She
was
the
first woman on the UAH campus
university including Assistant Vice President for
to
serve
as
Controller,
as Director of Internal
Finance and Administration and director of Internal
Audit -UAH, as Director of Budgets, and as
Auditing.
Assistant Vice President for Finance."
Today, she is Director of Internal Audit with the
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UAH gets best value rating
from 2007 Princeton Review
UAH has been named one of America's
Best Value Colleges in the 2007 edition of
The Princeton Review.

Information from colleges and universities
across the nation was compiled by editors of
the guidebook and UAH was recommended as
one of the top 150 universities in the United
States based on excellent academics, generous
financial aid packages and relatively low costs.
"It's quite encouraging that UAH was selected
to be one of the best higher education values in
the nation by The Princeton Review," said Gary
Smith, Associate Vice President for Enrollment
Services. "This latest ranking is a confirmation
that UAH provides a high-quality academic
environment, and we are able to do that without
the high costs when compared to other colleges
and universities."
The Princeton Review team used more than
30 factors to rate universities in four categories:
academics, tuition GPA (sticker price minus
average amount students receive in gift aid,
scholarships and grants), financial aid (how
well colleges meet student's financial needs,
and student borrowing.
The 150 schools include 103 public and 47
private colleges in 40 states, and range from larg
state universities to small, liberal arts colleges.

Campus
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Team of UAH students launching
balloon satellite to edge of space

An engineering design class from UAH has launched numerous payloads to the edge of
the Earth's atmosphere during the past year.
.an
The balloons carried numerous scientific instruments, including a gyroscope and 3-D
accelerometer to measure package motions as well as two film and one digital video camera,
internal and external temperature probes, solar panels and light sensitive photoresistors.
On-board microcontrollers monitored various sensors on these flights. The flights included
GPS locating devices and a cut-down mechanism that released the payload when the balloon
reached an approximate altitude of 100,000 feet, according to faculty advisor Dr. John Piccinlo.
The flights, which last several hours, have carried the payloads to various sites east of
Huntsville, including southeast Tennessee, northeast Alabama and northwest Georgia.
This photograph was taken by a camera aboard a UAH BalloonSat project at 90,000 feet above sea level.

Athletes honored for
Academic Excellence
UAH senior softball player Kristin
Spencer was the recipient of the coveted
President's Award during the recent
Charger Athletics Banquet.
The President's Award is the department's
most prestigious honor and includes a $1,000
scholarship for additional studies at UAH.
The award is presented to a senior studentathlete who has combined outstanding
performance in athletics with academic
success and volunteer work in the
community.
Senior volleyball player Bethany Holder
received the Scholar-Athlete Award awarded
to the student-athlete with the highest grade
point average among all intercollegiate teams
at UAH who has completed a minimum of
80 hours of course work at UAH.
Junior softball standout Stephanie Pinto
and Caitlin Heider (cross country) were
recipients of the Pamela Mitchell Memorial
Scholarship Award. This award is presented
annually to the top two returning female
student-athletes who combine athletic
achievement and demonstrate leadership
potential, showing promise for future career
success.
In addition, 98 Chargers were named
Scholar-Athletes. Six student-athletes
received the Gold Scholar Award which

Kristin Spencer
recognizes student-athletes with GPAs of
3.8 and above. Thirty-one athletes received
the Silver Award for holding GPAs between
3.50 and 3.79, while 61 Chargers earned
Bronze Awards for having GPAs between
3.0 and 3.49.

Tn'O former UAH graduate deans, Dr. John Rush, left,
and Dr. Nadeem "Ned" Audeh share a tender moment with
the Huntsville Stars' mascot moments before Audeh threw out
the ceremonial first pitch at a Stars-UAH Chargers exhibition game
The school sponsored a picnic and reunion at the game
to celebrate 50 years of graduate classes and the 30th
anniversary of the School of Graduate Studies.

UAH
UAH opens first lean aerospace EdNet center outside MIT campus
The Lean Aerospace Initiative Education
Network (EdNet) at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology recently announced the formation of
the first LAI EdNet Center at UAH.
As the first official LAI EdNet Center, UAH
can offer the highly successful Lean Academy
course to the aerospace industry. This class provides
a hands-on introduction to lean and other continu
ous improvement fundamentals with a focus on
aerospace applications. Participants learn basic
lean principles and experience lean practice
through plant tours, simulations and interactions
with lean experts.
This center will be located within UAH's Office
for Economic Development (OED). Dr. Earll M.
Murman, MIT Professor and EdNet Director, said
he is encouraged by the partnership between MIT
and UAH.
"We are excited to see the energy at UAH for
developing and deploying lean curriculum to the

students, industry and
government stakehold
ers," he said. "We look
forward to working with
them during the coming
year."
Participants learn
basic lean principles and
experience lean practice
through plant tours,
simulations and interac
tions with lean experts.
Dr. Bill Killingsworth,
director
of the Office for
Dr. William Killingsworth
Economic Development
at UAH, said. "This new EdNet center is an
unprecedented opportunity that will enable us to
provide higher levels of service to the aerospace
industry, NASA, and the Army Aviation and
Missile Command on Redstone Arsenal. We are

excited to be partnering with MIT to bring these
new offerings to UAH."
UAH established this center in cooperation with
MIT, according to Greg Harris, deputy director of
the Office for Economic Development at UAH.
"UAH is the first EdNet center outside of MIT
because of the natural fit between the LAI curricu
lum and mission and the lean initiatives that were
already ongoing at UAH," Harris said. "Our goal at
UAH is to work with the entire aerospace industry
including prime contractors and suppliers through
out the supply chain. Our mission is to improve the
overall competitiveness of the aerospace industry
and Alabama is a great place to start."
When coupled with UAH's current suite of lean
training courses, lean implementation, six sigma
training courses, six sigma implementation, and
supply chain design, UAH offers a very powerful
solution to an organization's entire continuous
improvement needs.

Robert Lindquist chosen to lead
UAH's Center for Applied Optics

Dr. Jan Davis was honored recently with a
display in the Engineering Building lobby.
Dr. Davis, who earned two engineering degrees
from UAH, is a veteran of three shuttle flights.
President Frank Franz gave Davis, an avid quilter,
a hand-made quilt depicting images from
her shuttle flights.

Dr. Robert Lindquist has been named to lead the Center for
Applied Optics at UAH.
Dr. Lindquist has been a professor of electrical and computer
engineering at UAH since 2003, and served as an associate
professor between 1992 and 1997. He spent time between those
two faculty positions as a research scientist and manager with
Corning Inc. in New York.
"Optics plays, and will continue to play a critical role in the
development of space, military, communication and medical
technologies," Lindquist said. "To realize the benefit of optics, it is
critical to have a team that can bridge the gap between concept and
device realization."
He said UAH has the expertise and tools to fill this role. "The
Center for Applied Optics rapidly prototypes and tests new optical
systems that enable the science and technology of the future."
Lindquist has several goals for the center. He wants to continue
the close ties with NASA, but also branch out into other opportu
nities with other government agencies and corporations. He also
wants to further enhance the quality of optics education.
"Opportunities exist for a team that can reliably deliver innova
tive hardware solutions to complex optical systems," he said. "CAO
has a history of designing, analyzing, fabricating and testing these
types of complex systems. We will continue to deliver solutions to
these problems and market our core capabilities to a broader
customer base."
Lindquist's research interests involve the design and fabrication
of liquid crystal devices, nano and microfabrication processes, and
liquid crystal-based chemical and biological sensors.
While at Corning, he managed one of the technology and pilot
line manufacturing groups for the liquid crystal component product
line. At its peak, the group consisted of three scientists, 15
engineers, 30 process technicians and six support professionals.
As a scientist at Corning, he was able to secure 11 patents for his
research.
Lindquist left Corning after the company stopped efforts at
developing optical devices. "My heart is in designing and
fabricating optical device hardware and I see opportunities in
that field at UAH." He earned his doctorate from Pennsylvania
State University.

Campus
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Derek Chris earns coveted Harry S. Truman
Scholarship for future leaders
Derek Chris of Huntsville has earned the Harry
S. Truman Scholarship, recognizing college juniors
with "exceptional leadership potential who are
committed to careers in government, the nonprofit
or advocacy sectors, education or elsewhere in the
public service."
Chris is a double major in political science and
sociology. As a Truman Scholar, he will be awarded
$30,000 for graduate school to pursue his desired
career in diplomacy and conflict resolution. Each
year, one college student from each of the 50 states,
Guam and Puerto Rico, is selected to receive the
scholarship. Including the at-large scholarships, a
total of 75 students make up the 2006 recipients.
Chris1 desire for leadership developed during and
after military service.
"The Truman Scholarship centers on the
idea of public service and being what they call
a change agent," Chris said. "I realized that I had
a strong desire to serve in something greater than
myself, and when I came back to Alabama and start
ed at UAH, I learned of the Truman Scholarship."
Kathy Hawk, chair of the UAH Political Science
Department and a former Truman Scholar, served
as Chris' faculty representative to The Harry S.
Truman Scholarship Foundation. Chris said Hawk
submitted the recommendation letter and helped
him through the application process.
"The guidance and insight Dr. Hawk provided
during the application process was invaluable,"
said Chris. "When I found out that I had made it as

Derek Chris in the Aerophysics
Research Center.

a finalist, she helped prepare
me for the interview phase
by coordinating a 'mock
interview' with herself and Dr. Mebane, director of
the Honors Program."
For Chris, military service is a family tradition.
His father and several uncles served in the U.S.
Army, and his grandfather served in the U.S.
Navy during World War II. He's especially proud
to own his great-grandfather's discharge papers,
following service in World War I. His brother,

CPL Andrew Chris, U.S. Army Ranger (Special
Forces), was killed in action in Baghdad, Iraq,
June 2003.
Chris enlisted in the U.S. Navy, even before
his 1992 graduation ceremony at Bradshaw High
School in Florence, and then served seven years
of active duty. His service included time in
Australia, Hong Kong, Japan, Thailand and
Mexico. He also served six months in the Persian
Gulf. Today, Chris is an Intelligence Specialist in
the Navy Reserve.
While in these areas, Chris said he met the
local people, which allowed him to realize he had
more than just an interest in foreign policy. His
first choice for graduate school is Georgetown
University, which offers a master's degree in conflict
resolution. "This master's program offers a foreign
language cognate," Chris said. "I'm most interested
in Farsi, Arabic or Mandarin."
Chris works 32 hours per week at UAH's
Aerophysics Research Center, conducting
equipment testing. He hopes to graduate in fall
2007. He and wife, Julie, have three children: a son,
Takoda, age 7; a daughter, Sierra, age 4 and a son,
Forest, age 1. In addition to spending time with his
family and job, Chris maintains a 4-0 grade point
average.
The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation is
composed of four members of Congress, and other
nationally recognized members of higher education
and politics.

Students take second place in TVA Investment Challenge
A student-run stock portfolio management
team at UAH has won $20,000 by turning in the
second-best investment performance for 2005
and the third best over the past three years in
the Tennessee Valley Authority's Investment
Challenge Program.
In 2005, the $674,000 stock portfolio managed
Cap** Group
by the students in UAH's Capital Management
Manage***
« ' . 5 . «• ' UAH
Group gained 16.55 percent. By comparison, the
Standard & Poor's 500 Index gained 4.91 percent
Members of UAH's Capital Management Group show
off a wealth of awards presented to the student group for
for the year.
its success in managing a stock portfolio worth more than
"Within the framework provided by the faculty,
$700,000
on behalf of the Tennessee Valley Authority.
the students make all the major investment deci
sions," said Dr. John Burnett, an associate professor
investing as a career I get to help people every day."
of finance and the CMG's faculty advisor during the
For 2005, UAH finished second behind the
2005 school year. "We give them the structure, but
University of Tennessee at Martin. The University
the success belongs to the students."
of Kentucky was third.
"I think that was the best class that I was a part
For the period from 2003 through 2005, Murray
of," said Bill Clark, a CMG member who graduated
State University of Kentucky was first, followed by
from UAH with a degree in finance in May 2005.
Lipscomb University and UAH. Over those years
He is now a senior financial sales representative
the UAH portfolio grew at an annualized 22.33
for Compass Bank in Huntsville. "It was great to see
percent, compared to the S&P 500's average annual
my analysis and investment choices put into use with
growth rate of 14.39. The UAH group's portfolio
real money. That experience gave me more confi
has outperformed the S&P 500 Index for three
dence in my abilities and knowledge. Now that I do
straight years, and four of the past five years.

"Over the last few years we have defined and
refined an objective and disciplined methodology
for building a portfolio," Burnett said. CMG stu
dents take an undergraduate CMG class during the
spring semester. "By the end of the semester they
have developed a great appreciation for how a port
folio is constructed and managed. They also have
an appreciation for how difficult it can be."
Through TVA's Investment Challenge, students
at 25 colleges and universities in the TVA service
area manage stock portfolios that are each worth
about $500,000, a small portion of the agency's
Nuclear Decommissioning Trust Fund.
The 25 schools participating in the investment
challenge include Vanderbilt University, the
University of Tennessee at Knoxville, Mississippi
State, the University of Mississippi, and the
University of Kentucky. The Alabama schools
participating are UAH, Alabama A&M University
and the University of North Alabama.
The TVA board created the Investment
Challenge Program (ICP) in 1998 to diversify the
management of its Nuclear Decommissioning
Trust Fund and to give Tennessee Valley students
experience in managing a stock portfolio.
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UAH:s concrete canoe team
dominates southeastern competition
UAH's concrete canoe team dominated
competition en route to a first place finish at
regional competition at Gainesville, Fla.
UAH won the southeastern U.S. title with a
cumulative score of 95.3, an unprecedented 23.6point edge over second place Florida Institute of
Technology. Vanderbilt University placed third with
a score of 68.6. The host team, the University of
Florida, finished fifth with 64 points.
It marked the 15th regional championship for
UAH, and the Chargers will now compete this
month seeking a record-breaking sixth national
championship.

Faculty advisor Dr. Houssam Toutanji said the
margin of victory was surprising. He said it was the
largest he could remember.
"We thought we would do well, but no one
thought we would be able to finish this strong. It
was a real impressive showing and made me really
proud," he said.
Toutanji said the 2006 team is an outstanding
team that works very well together and UAH's boat,
nicknamed "Full Spectrum," was one of the best
hydrodynamic designs in many years. "It wasn't a
heavy boat (162 pounds) and it wasn't light. It was
just the right weight for speed and stability."

The competition includes scoring the overall
product as well as the team's design report and
presentation. UAH finished first in final product
and design report and second in presentation.
These scores account for 75 percent of the total.
In the actual race competition, UAH finished
first overall and picked up first place honors in the
female endurance race, the male sprint and the
female sprint and third place honors in the male
endurance and co-ed races. The ASCE National
Concrete Canoe Competition will be in Stillwater,
Okla., from June 15 to 17. The UAH Alumni
Association is the team's major sponsor.

Warlords 2006
Cadets from American military
academies converged on
the UAH campus to play
computer-simulated war games.
The competition, called
Warlords, pitted the skill of 30
cadets from the Army,
Navy and Air Force in
simulated battle in
Olin B. King Technology Hall.
It marked the first time
the military academies
had conducted the competition
outside the various
academy campuses.

••vrr

&

-A»ApI

Fan Tseng named UAH's first Zelnak professor
Dr. Fan Tseng, a professor of management science
at UAH, has been named the business school's first
Zelnak professor.
During his year as Zelnak professor Tseng will
investigate the possible use of a manufacturing
management technique to improve the efficiency
of hospital healthcare delivery.
"If he is successful, his research might address
critical issues in health care in the U.S., with the
potential for helping hospitals hold down rising
costs," said Dr. C. David Billings, dean of UAH's
Business school. "The committee that reviewed
the research proposals thought it was interesting
to see if you might transfer this business process
technology from one environment to another."
With the support that he will receive as Zelnak
professor, Tseng plans to spend part of this summer
collecting data from hospitals in Taiwan. These
hospitals use an organizational system based on
the system used in U.S. hospitals.
"I will be working with a hospital system where
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physicians feel overloaded and
are interested in improving
the efficiency of hospital
operations," said Tseng. "I will
have a good access to their
information system for this
research. Hospitals in both
Taiwan and the U.S. all use
a similar system based on
diagnosis-related groups, or
DRG. Patients are grouped
by principal diagnosis, such
Dr. Fan Tseng
as cardiac, respiratory, etc.
"The basic idea is to apply an efficient
production technique to a service industry. For
example, in machinery manufacturing many firms
gather components with similar attributes into
groups, then dedicate a portion of their facility
solely to the production of that group. This is
sometimes called 'cellular manufacturing.'
"My hope is to apply a similar grouping to

hospital services," Tseng said. "Hospitals already
group services into DRGs for bookkeeping and
billing. But they might not be using DRGs to
organize the delivery of services. This work will
explore that possibility. I wonder if our advanced
production management system could be used to
better organize hospitals?"
A member of the UAH faculty since 1985,
Tseng has published widely in the areas of opera
tions research, including optimization and complex
scheduling issues.
The Zelnak Professorship was created through a
gift from UAH business school alumnus Stephen P.
Zelnak, Jr., (MS, management, '73).
Zelnak is chairman, CEO and president of
Martin Marietta Materials, Inc., a Fortune 1,000
company with more than $1.5 billion a year in
revenue.
Tseng received an Outstanding Research
Award in 2002 and was the C. David Billings
Fellow in 2004.

Cayman Islands, Danube River
are Fall Alumni destinations
Alumni have two great alumni association-sponsored trips to choose from this fall. Whether your preference is
a long weekend at an island paradise or a holiday cruise on the Danube, we've got a package for you!

Grand Cayman Island
All-inclusive pricing • November 9-12, 2006
Double $1,085 • Single $1,373
A Grand Cayman All Inclusive Vacation is conveniently scheduled over the long
Veteran's Day weekend, Nov. 9-12. Relax on the beach or enjoy some of the world's best
snorkeling and scuba diving. For one price you get round-trip airfare from Huntsville, accommodations at
the Beach Club Colony Hotel and Dive Resort, all meals on-site, unlimited drinks on-site, free snorkeling
gear, free diving gear (certified divers only), and unlimited use of the resort's canoes, float mats and kayaks.
Also for purchase on-site is golf at the nearby Links at Safehaven, excursions to local attractions including
a turtle farm, botanical garden, deep sea fishing, scuba diving and other tours. The all-inclusive price for the
package is $1,085 per person based on double occupancy. Single supplement is $288.
Make your $500 deposit by June 30 to guarantee your place!

Christmas on the Danube
Featuring a 6-night Danube River Cruise
December 7-15, 2006
Double $2,349 per person • Single $2,849
For a unique holiday experience, one that is certain to put you in the Christmas spirit,
travel with us on a Danube River Cruise visiting some of Germany and Austria's most historic
and beautiful cities. We'll shop the famous Christmas markets of Rothenburg, Nuremberg, Passau
and Vienna. We 11 explore the "jewel of the Main River," Wurzburg, Germany, and the lovely medieval
town of Rothenburg. With six nights aboard a cruise ship on the Danube, we'll glide through the
Wachau Valley, the most picturesque region of the Danube River and visit historic Nuremberg and
its 900-year-old ramparts under the guidance of a local expert. Stops include the Imperial Castle and
the Justice Place where the War Crimes Tribunal sat in 1946. We'll also take a guided walking tour in
Regensburg, one of Germany's best preserved medieval cities. In Vienna, we'll tour the Hofburg Palace,
the famous Vienna Opera House, majestic St. Stephen's Cathedral, and of course, sample Vienna's
famous pastries! Best of all, your shipboard accommodations travel with you meaning you unpack once!
Reservations are currently being accepted with a $250 per person deposit.

For a brochure with all the details of either destination e-mail alumni@uah.edu or call 256-824-6098.

Alumni and Athletics Combine for Ledges Tournament

A liimni and
ot-F 1
Alumni
and athletics
have teamedJ up to offer..
a great day of golf for good causes at Huntsville's
premier course, The Ledges, by combining two
traditional UAH golf outings—the Alumni
Association Golf Classic and the Paul Brand
Memorial Golf Tournament.
Join us Monday, August 21 at the Ledges
Country Club as we join forces to raise funds for
alumni scholarships and athletic equipment and
team travel.

T-1
r
/.
The tournament features a four-player scramble
format, cart, range balls, tee gifts, lunch, prizes,
and lots of fun. Tee time is 10 a.m.
Plus, sponsors at the $1,500 "silver" level and
the $2,000 "gold" level are included on the
Athletics' Department VIP trip this fall that
includes golf at the exclusive Farm Links and
Old Overton courses, overnight accommodations,
transportation, and dinner. Silver sponsors earn one
representative on the VIP trip, gold sponsors, two.

—

Reserve your team's place to play in the
combined Alumni Association and Athletics
Department Paul Brand Memorial now! Gold
sponsors are $2,000, Silver $1,500, four-some
$1,000, $250 per individual. Retired UAH faculty
and staff, $125.
Register online at www.uah.edu. Click on
Alumni Association Golf or fill out the form below
and mail to the Alumni Office at 300 Shelbie King
Hall, Huntsville, AL 35899.

Golf Registration Form
Individual/ Business Name:
Address:

Please make checks payable to: UAH Alumni Association.

Daytime phone:
E-mail:
• Gold sponsor $2,000
• Silver sponsor: $1,500
O 4 Player team: $ 1,000
• Individual player: $250
O Retired UAH faculty/staff member: $125
• Hole sign only: $100
Team:
Captain:

Mail to: UAH Alumni Association
Shelbie King Hall, Suite 300
Huntsville, AL 35899
Questions? Phone: 256-824-6098 E-mail: harrisal@uah.edu
Visa or MasterCard
—
„
Exp. Date

Daytime Phone
Please circle size choice for each player: Shirt Size:

Glove Size:

L).

M LXL XXL

Cadet M L XL

2.).

M LXL XXL

Cadet M L XL

3.)

M LXL XXL

Cadet M L XL

4.) _

M LXL XXL

Cadet M L XL

-

Register online with a MasterCard or Visa at www.uah.edu/alumni
Proceeds benefit the UAH Alumni Association and the UAH Athletics Department

Deadline to register: August 14

Thanks to our
tournament sponsor!

ALABAMA
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Eight UAH graduates named
2006 Alumni of Achievement
Corporate executives, scientists, engineers, and a nursing professor were honored this spring as 2006 Alumni of Achievement
by the UAH Alumni Association. The association's highest honor, Alumni of Achievement Awards recognize graduates
who exemplify the high standards of the university through their professional and personal accomplishments.

Sheila P. Davis, R.N., Ph.D.
B.S., Nursing, '83
When Shelia Davis began her UAH education,
her goal was attain a B.S. in nursing. "UAH
opened a window to a whole new realm of nursing
that took me to a bachelor's degree and beyond,"
says Davis.
Thanks to inspiration from UAH professors
such as Gloria Anderson, Davis not only received
her B.S., she went on to
earn an M.S. in cardiovas
cular nursing from the
University of Alabama
in Birmingham (UAB)
and a Ph.D. in nursing
education from Georgia
State University.
"UAH showcased
nursing as not just a job,
but a profession," Davis
explains. "At UAH, I
learned about the research
aspect of nursing. It was Ms. Anderson who gave
me the impetus to do my master's work in cardio
vascular nursing," explains Davis.
Today, Davis is a professor of nursing at the
University of Mississippi Medical Center, Jackson,
where she was recently named the assistant dean
and director of the doctoral program in nursing.
"I enjoy seeing a student's 'light come on' for
something they'd like to pursue in terms of
research," says Davis.
She began her academic career in 1984 as an
instructor at UAB, where she rose to assistant pro
fessor and gained notoriety by organizing the first
State of Black Health Care Regional Conference.
In 1991, she became chair of the department of
nursing at Oakwood College, Huntsville. She
earned the college's Distinguished Service Award
in 1995.
Davis is editor of the Online Journal of Health
Ethics and frequently speaks to professional and
general audiences on health and lifestyle topics.
Among her special interests is childhood obesity,
an area in which she performs research and pro
vides counseling.
Davis and her husband Melvin have two daugh
ters. One is a UAH graduate.

Preetha R. Pulusani
M.S., computer science, '84
Preetha Pulusani retired in February as president
of the Security, Government &. Infrastructure
(SG&.I) division of Intergraph Corporation,
Huntsville, one of the world's leading providers
of spatial information management solutions to
business and government. The SG&.I division
encompasses the company's Mapping & Geospatial
Solutions, Public Safety, and Government Solutions
groups.
As president of SG&I, Pulusani was responsible
for the global strategic direction and worldwide
operation of the business and its $400 million in
annual revenues. She was also responsible for
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Regina Marie Jennings
B.A., Political Science, '82
UAH provided Regina
Marie Jennings with the
foundation she needed to
complete two advanced
degrees and to secure a job
she enjoys because of its
challenge and variety.
"Every day there's some
thing different. I'm always
learning," says Jennings.
Since 1995, Jennings
has been with the
National GeospatialIntelligence Agency
(NGA), Bethesda, Md. Currently she is director
of the Business Resource Office of the NGA's sec
ond-largest directorate, Enterprise Operations.
Prior to her current position, she served as a senior
contract specialist, a contracting officer, and
deputy chief of the Procurement and Contracts
Office in support of the Geospatial Intelligence
Technical Services Directorate.
Jennings demonstrated her willingness to tackle
challenge when she began her UAH education.
"My family had just moved to Huntsville from Las
Cruces, New Mexico. I was right out of high
school, had never been to Alabama, and didn't
have any idea about what I wanted to do,"
Jennings explains. "Fortunately, I had a fabulous
counselor, Dr. Carolyn White, who gave me great
guidance. I always felt she had my best interests
at heart."
Jennings earned a juris doctor degree from the
University of Alabama in 1985. In January 2006,
she attained a master of law degree from George
Washington University.
Her recent professional accomplishments
include senior leadership participation in the
NGA's congressional program objective memoran
dum development process. In 2005, Jennings was
named one of the NGA's Outstanding Women.
Jennings has lived for the past 12 years in the
Washington, D.C., area with her husband Charles,
also a 1982 UAH graduate. The couple met at
UAH in political science class. They are parents
of a teenage son.
Intergraph Consulting,
India. "I think of my
retirement as more of a
sabbatical," Pulusani says.
"I'm just waiting to see
what my next opportunity
will be."
Pulusani has seized
opportunity since she
came to America from
India in 1977 to join her
husband. She earned a
B.S. in computer science
and joined Intergraph in 1980 as a software
engineer.
Then, with a full time job and two young chil
dren, she enrolled at UAH, earning her M.S. in

Shawn D. Pethel, Ph.D.
B.S., '92, M.S., '97, Ph.D., '00, all in physics
In his role as a research physicist at U.S. Army
Missile Command, Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville,
Shawn Pethel conducts research that is ultimately
applied to the design of systems for guiding and
communicating with unmanned vehicles.
Pethel's area of interest is "chaos engineering,"
which exploits non-linear signal patterns that
occur in nature to create
more accurate, less
detectable transmitters and
receivers. In his non-lin
ear dynamics laboratory,
Pethel has demonstrated
that low-cost laser diodes
can be operated in a
chaotic regime, resulting
in a signal that can
achieve range accuracy
down to millimeters.
Pethel's ties to Redstone
go back to his student days, when he participated
in a cooperative program between the arsenal and
UAH. "There was never any question that UAH
was where I wanted to go to school," he explains.
"No other school is as well located in terms of its
connections to the Army, defense contractors,
and NASA."
Among the professionals who influenced his
educational and career path, Pethel cites retired
professor of physics Dr. Chi C. Sung. "He provid
ed me with a lot of guidance," says Pethel, whose
UAH education proceeded from B.S., to M.S., to
Ph.D. He remembers with amusement the time,
when as a 19-year-old freshman, that he presented
a paper at a prestigious physics conference. "I
fielded a question from a gentleman who later
become my advisor at UAH."
Pethel is the author of 25 publications in
peer-reviewed journals covering atomic physics
and non-linear dynamics. He has also written a
book chapter on neural networks, and his work
has been included in numerous professional
publications.
In his off hours, Pethel enjoys rural Alabama
and outdoor activities with his wife and two young
children.
1984- "That was a very busy time in my life.
I remember that after graduation, it felt very
novel not to have any course work to do," she
laughs.
At Intergraph, Pulusani's career shifted into high
gear when she moved from the technical side of the
house to marketing. As senior technical manager
for product development, she oversaw the develop
ment of a number of analysis and mapping products.
As executive marketing director, her responsibilities
included product marketing and next-generation
business planning for various Intergraph markets.
More promotions followed, culminating in Pulusani
being named president of SG&.I in 2005.
Pulusani and her husband have three sons: a high
school senior, a college senior, and a recent college
graduate.

Pedro (Pete) L Rodriguez, Ph.D.
M.S., mechanical engineering, '82
As manager of the test laboratory at Marshall
Space Flight Center, Fluntsville, Rodriguez oversees
some 350 professionals involved in testing all
critical space, flight, and development hardware.
Space hardware is payload on a launch vehicle
designed to function in space; fight hardware
launches the shuttle into space; and development
hardware is the test equipment itself," Rodriguez
explains. "We are concerned with testing every
thing, from parts as small as an injector for a motor
or a tiny spring for a valve to something as large as a
solid rocket motor for a space shuttle," he explains.
Rodriguez joined NASA in 1976 after the agency

came to recruit students at
the University of Puerto
Rico, where he had com
pleted his B.S. in mechani
cal engineering. "NASA
was in the last stages of
completing the space shut
tle and was a very exciting
place to be," he says.
While working fulltime,
Rodriguez completed his
M.S. in mechanical engi
neering at UAH. "Thanks
to the NASA connection, UAH is a very interest
ing environment. I have always felt that when a
student demonstrates an interest, UAH professors

take a personal interest."
Prior to his current position, Rodriguez—who
earned his Ph.D. in 1997 from the University of
Mississippi—held management positions in NASA's
Engineering Directorate, Meteoroid & Orbital
Debris Technology Program, and X-34 Experimental
Launch Vehicle Program. In 2003, he served as
chairman of the Columbia Space Shuttle accident
investigation team. He was also a project manager
for the Space Launch Initiative Program.
Rodriguez has won numerous awards, including
NASA's Exceptional Service Medal and its presti
gious Silver Snoopy, an award given for outstanding
contributions to the success of human space flight.
He has two adult children, including a son who is
a UAH graduate.

Frederick Toney

W. Weldon Wilson

B.S., business administration, '76

Kelley G. Zelickson

B.S., political science, '83

M.S., engineering, '85

Frederick Toney is the top logistics executive at
Ford Motor Company, Dearborn, Mich. In that
role, he oversees about 1,000 employees and $20
billion in operating expenses.
Toney's responsibilities include maintaining
a lean supply chain, from raw materials to
distribution of finished vehicles; implementing
engineering design
changes to current
vehicle models; and
developing operating
plans for all vehicle
and manufacturing
plants. "I am very
fortunate in the profes
sional opportunities
I have had," says
Toney. "UAH pre
pared me well for all
of them." A Huntsville
native, Toney was
recruited by UAH to play for the university's first
basketball team.
Basketball was an enabler for me to organize
and manage my time. I learned through that
experience that you have to be organized to
succeed at anything you do," says Toney. "For
me, UAH provided a nurturing environment
that immediately felt like home. UAH offered
a lot, but it maintained the benefits of a smaller
school. Anytime you can establish a one-on-one
relationship with an instructor, that's a huge
bonus."
Toney launched his career in 1977 as a
supervisor for Caterpillar Inc., eventually
becoming manager of the company's Indianapolis
distribution center. He /then joined American
Honda Motor Company, rising to assistant vice
president of the parts division. He joined Ford in
2000 as Customer Service Division Director of
North American Parts Supply and Logistics.
Drawing on his strong organizational skills,
Toney earned an M.B.A. in 1990 from the
University of La Verne, California.
He and his wife Cynthia are parents of one son
and three daughters, all of whom excel at athletics
and academics. "I would recommend sports to any
student as a way to build self esteem and good
study habits. Looking back on my days at UAH,
I feel privileged that athletics were part of my
experience," Toney adds.

Weldon Wilson is a member of the executive
board, Swiss Re Group, and CEO of Swiss Re Life
and Health America Inc. Swiss Re, a leader in
the field of risk and
capital management,
is a worldwide
reinsurer and has
70 offices in 30
countries.
Wilson is responsi
ble for Swiss Re's
Admin Re business
on a global basis,
which involves
acquiring insurance
companies or signifi
cant blocks of
business in the U.S. and U.K., and for Swiss Re's
life and health
business in North America. Wilson's office is in
Armonk, N.Y., just outside New York City, but his
work takes him to London or Zurich two or three
times a month.
"My first assignment after law school was a
case involving the acquisition of a life insurance
company. I discovered that I had a strong interest
in the business," explains Wilson, who earned his
law degree in 1986 from Vanderbilt University
School of Law. "I also knew that I wanted to
work in international business."
Wilson cites Dr. John McDougal's political
science teachings as influencing the direction of
his career. "Dr. McDougal had a very interesting
view of how nations work together. I believe
those same theories can be applied to how depart
ments and people within companies interact,"
says Wilson, who most enjoys dealing with people
in a management role in an international setting.
Wilson played a leadership role at UAH, serving
as president of the student government when he
was a senior. "UAH provided an opportunity to
get highly involved, which greatly enhanced my
college experience and prepared me well for the
future," says Wilson.
Prior to assuming his current position, Wilson
served as general counsel and secretary of Life Re
Corp., which was acquired by Swiss Re in 1998.
Before that, Wilson worked for two Dallas law
firms, specializing in mergers and acquisitions in
the insurance industry.
Wilson and his wife Elaine live in Redding,
Conn.

Kelley G. Zelickson is sector vice president
and general manager, Tactical Systems Division,
Northrop Grumman Mission Systems,
Huntsville.
This division is a 1,700 person organization
with annual sales approaching $800 million.
As the senior executive, Zelickson is responsible
for the overall leadership, management,
and execution of the
organization's strate
gic initiatives. In
this critical role, she
develops strategies to
ensure the division's
continued perform
ance and profitable
growth. Equally
important, she
provides the vision to
guide the business as
it responds to a transformational Department of
Defense supporting the nation's deployed
warfighters.
Zelickson was previously sector vice president
of Mission Assurance and vice president of
Ground-Based Midcourse Defense Systems.
In that capacity, she oversaw the program's
$190 million in annual sales and 750 employees
nationwide.
"UAH provides educational opportunities
unparalleled in this area. Professors are able
to relate course work to real world applications
versus simply a theoretical presentation. This
not only allows students to more easily grasp the
material but also to be better prepared when
entering the work force," Zelickson says of her
experience at UAH.
Zelickson holds a B.S. in engineering science
and math from Vanderbilt University and earned
a master of science in engineering degree from
UAH in 1985.
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UAH NEWS
Combined Federal Campaign
helps scholarships
Good news—the
numbers have been
I
released from last
Mr
fall's Combined
•£
j
Federal Campaign
and the UAH
Alumni Association Scholarship Fund received more
$4,800 through the generosity of Federal employees!
If you gave through CFC, thank you! Your gift
will help a talented student achieve his or her dream
of attaining a college education. CFC keeps donor
names confidential, but we'd be happy to list you
among UAH alumni who have made contributions
this year. If you'd like recognition from UAH,
please send us an e-mail at harrisal@uah.edu or
call 824-6098. We'll be proud to recognize you
among University donors.
Thanks again. Look for the UAH Alumni
Association Scholarship Fund in next fall's CFC
campaign.

Get a UAH E-mail address,
show your Alumni Pride
Get a free, permanent e-mail forwarding
address that eliminates the hassle of notify ing
friends and colleagues of your new e-mail address
each time you move, change jobs, or switch
Internet providers because your e-mail address
never changes! E-mail forwarding is a free
service offered by the UAH Alumni
Association to all university alumni. Here's
how it works:
* Sign up for your UAH e-mail forwarding
address by completing the registration form at
www.uah.edu. Click on "alumni association"
and then on "permanent e-mail." Your
screen name will be formatted like this:
Firstname.Lastname@uah.edu
* Tell us a home or business e-mail address to
which you want your mail forwarded.

* Use your uah.edu address for all of your
e-correspondence.
* Your messages will be forwarded through
the university's state-of-the art equipment
to your private home or business e-mail
address.
* Once your uah.edu account is active, just
give associates your UAH e-mail address
instead of your private home or work
e-mail address. If you move, change jobs or
switch Internet providers, simple update
your forwarding address in our system.
Your messages will go to the new address
automatically.
To use the service you must have an
Internet service provider and a home or business
e-mail address.

Need Auto or Home Insurance? £?

UAH
Alumni Association

Casino Night
A scholarship fundraiser

Saturday, Sept. 50th

7 p.m.
Huntsville Country Club
*30 per person
Order tickets at

Click on "Alumni"
or call 824-2157

www.uah.edu

Silent
Auction

Liberty Mutual, the UAH Alumni Association's
VCKf UhCftV
insurance partner, offers graduates a discount of up
I
to 10% off the company's already competitive rates
on auto and home insurance, plus you may qualify for additional savings based
on your age, level of education and more.
The company offers convenient payment plans, rates that are guaranteed
for 12 months, not six, round-the-clock claims service and 24-hour emergency
roadside assistance. Liberty Mutual Insurance Group in Huntsville is staffed
by three recent UAH graduates, Jennifer Bridges, '05, James (Trey) Pinegar,
'05, and Adam Whitehead, '05. Call them for a free, no-obligation quote at
256-837-9200.

New Visa Card rewards you
and the Alumni Association
Most people carry a credit card so why not makes yours the
card that rewards both you and the UAH Alumni Association?
The association's new Visa card provided by US Bank has no annual
fee, low rates, and fraud
protection. You may also
choose the Select Rewards
Platinum Card, a rewards
option let's you decide
whether to spend your points
or redeem them for cash back
at year's end. Best of all, each
time you use your card you
help the alumni association
provide programs, services, and scholarships. That's because US Bank
rewards the association for the total amount purchased by everyone who
carries this card.
Over the years, the UAH Alumni Association has sponsored several
credit cards issued by different companies, successfully netting thousands
of dollars for scholarships and other association sponsored programs. Last
summer, the association switched to US Bank to give graduates a better,
more versatile card program. The US Bank Alumni Association card is
now the only card that helps UAH.
For full details or to apply, call 1-800-853-5576 ext. 8591 or visit
www.uah.edu. Click on "alumni association."
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PROFILE UAH
Marshall astronomer, UAH graduate
Mitzi Adams controls the cosmos
By Steve Roy
NASA solar astronomer Mitzi Adams builds the enthusiasm
of hundreds of young stargazers for searching the sky and
pursuing careers in science and astronomy.
Adams (M.S., physics 1991) studies the sun's turbulent
behavior for NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center. She is the
director of the Von Braun Planetarium, atop the Appalachian
foothill of Monte Sano on Huntsville's eastern boundary. There,
she regularly leads middle- and high-school science classes,
home-school groups and other visitors on simulated tours of
the cosmos itself.
With the help of the planetarium's star-projector and
sprawling dome, Adams sends constellations wheeling from one
side of the "sky" to the other. She talks about the possibility of
life on distant worlds and secrets yet to be revealed in our own
solar system. Before long, even the chattiest teens and distracted
adults fall silent, eyes cast upward in wonder.
Adams said that happens every time. "In our well-lit modern
age, it's easy to forget what the sky looks like on a clear night.
It's easy to forget that our busy little planet is part of a solar sys
tem, a galaxy and an unbelievably complex universe," she said.
An Atlanta native, Adams was fascinated by those
relationships even as a child. She recalls how the night sky,
usually smudged black by city lights, became a breathtaking
starscape whenever her family vacationed in rural settings.
Those stars became her passion.
In her 18-year career at Marshall, she has conducted
research for a variety of missions focused on the sun and other
stars. These include the "Solar Maximum" satellite, which
orbited Earth from 1980 to 1989, studying the sun during the
most active portion of its 11-year solar cycle; and the Ramaty
High Energy Solar Spectroscopic Imager, named for the late
NASA astrophysicist Reuven Ramaty and launched in 2002
to study solar flares.
Adams still studies the sun's temperamental behavior today,
from her office at the National Space Science and Technology
Center. Here, Adams monitors sunspots, solar flares and the
titanic blasts of radiation known as coronal mass ejections.
The latter can wreak havoc on Earth's magnetic field, disrupting
communications satellites and interfering with commercial air
traffic and ground-based electrical systems.
Adams said the need to address such issues — especially in an
age when more and more worldwide communication systems rely
on satellites vulnerable to such interference — lends a real
urgency to dedicated solar research. Moreover, as NASA pre
pares to send human explorers back to the moon and beyond
in coming decades, new insight into solar activity will help pro
tect vehicles and crews from unexpected solar radiation spikes.
Just as important, she said, is nurturing new ranks of solar
scientists to continue the work — hence her dedication to all
those upturned faces at the planetarium. And she does not stop
there. Adams leads teacher workshops at NASA's Educator
Resource Center in Huntsville. She visits local schools to get
young people fired up about science and math, and to inspire
them to consider careers in physics and astronomy. She tutors
students on her own time.
In 2005, Adams and fellow Marshall scientist Dennis
Gallagher started a program for disadvantaged Huntsville mid
dle-school students. Once a month during the school year, they
gather students to watch science fiction movies such as "Voyage
to the Bottom of the Sea." Afterward, they help the students
conduct experiments tied to science concepts in the films and
quiz them on science concepts, awarding books and other prizes.

NASA solar astronomer and UAH physics graduate Mitzi Adams
Adams said the program — co-sponsored by the Huntsville
Housing Authority, which promotes safe, drug-free, affordable
housing in the city — is designed to reinforce students'
enjoyment of learning. "It also helps identify standout students
who might, with some encouragement, become real scientists,"
she said.
As a regular guest lecturer for science courses at UAH,
Adams works to sustain that encouragement through the
college level. This term, she led several sessions of "Theories
of the Universe," a class that explores how various cultures
perceive the cosmos, discussing the astronomy-savvy Maya
and Inca civilizations of Central and South America,
respectively. She's well-versed in the subject matter — and
not just the astronomy. An accomplished hiker and an avid
student of ancient cultures, Adams has repeatedly vacationed
in Peru and Guatemala to visit the ruins of these lost
empires.
"That's what's great about astronomy as a career," she
said. "It's a fascinating blend of sciences — physics, chemistry,
geology, history, mathematics — that keeps it new and exciting
and more relevant now than ever to our everyday lives."

UAH

Members of the UAH Softball team are pictured after capturing their sixth Gulf South Conference championship by
defeating Delta State 9-6 in the GSC tournament at Southaven, Miss. The Lady Chargers fell one game short of the
College Softball World Series. The team finished the year with a 52-17 record overall and 21-10 conference mark.

Les Stuedeman s claim to fame: 521 awesome wins
Three months. That's how long Les Stuedeman
had to recruit a UAH women's Softball team and
whip it up to competitive shape. While it seems like
a daunting task now, Stuedeman performed the task
11 years ago with relative ease.
"1 was hired by Julie Woltjen, (director of
Athletics Compliance) in April 1995 to get Softball
up and running at UAH," Stuedeman said. "Our
first win was against Athens State University at the
Sportsplex in Huntsville. The National Association
of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) ranked Athens
number three in the nation. The UAH program was
brand new and we swept them. It was a huge start
for our program. We won our first 10 games and
went on to win the Gulf South Conference
Tournament (GSC) in our inaugural year of Softball
and advance to the National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) regional.
There have been more than 650 games since
then. None are as riveting as the game against
Athens that first season 11 years ago. "I don't really
remember any other milestone victories, besides
game 500 it was against West Georgia at Madison
Academy this season."
A native of Vestavia Hills, Ala., Stuedeman
earned an undergraduate degree in education
from Huntingdon College, and master's degree
in education from Livingston University.
"I started playing sports when my mom finally
realized I wasn't going to be a beauty queen or a
ballet dancer ....it took her a lot longer than it took
me," Stuedeman said.
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"I played basketball in a
boys league because there
wasn't a girls league and
Softball in the local park
and recreation. I always
loved both sports. We won
the 18U World Series in
Dixie Softball in
Huntsville and the 6A
Alabama state champi
onship in basketball my
senior year. I wanted to be
a coach because of Fran
Braasch, girls basketball
Les Stuedeman
coach at VHHS. The first time I saw her when I was
an eighth grader I wanted to be her when I grew up.
"In Vestavia when I was growing up there were
no girls sports at our middle school," she said. "My
mom and several other moms went to the school
board and complained until they started sports for
girls. Eighth grade was the first time I played school
sponsored athletics. I was better in Softball and
received a scholarship in Softball to Samford,
I actually played both volleyball and Softball that
year. I transferred the following year to Huntingdon
College and played there for three years."
Stuedeman coached for one year at Hewitt
Trussville High School, and served two years at
Livingston University as the Graduate Assistant
Softball Coach.
As head Softball coach at UAH, Stuedeman said
she has a responsibility to recruit students who can

thrive here. "My primary responsibility to the
student athlete is to push them to be better than
they can imagine on the playing field and to provide
them with the environment to succeed.
Stuedeman and the UAH softbail team are proud
of their '96', '99, '00, '01, '03, '06 GSC Champion
wins.
"We have been in the championship games eight
out of 11 years," she said, proudly. "We won the
NCAA South Region and advanced to the World
Series in 99 and 01."
As a result of her achievements, Stuedeman has
been GSC Coach of the Year '96, '01, '02 NCAA
South Region Coach of the Year '96, '99, '00, '01.
"We have had 21 Softball All-Americans in 11
years," she pointed out. "My biggest source of pride
was this year, Kristin Spencer was named AllAmerican in Softball and Most Outstanding
Engineering Student. Also, Mary Farris was named
Most Outstanding Nursing Student. In 2004, our
team was in the top 10 in the nation in Academics
with a team GPA of 3.366."
Stuedeman said the outlook for the team next
year is good. "We return our Freshman of the Year
pitcher, Sage Woodham and three time GSC Player
of the Year, Stephanie Pinto. But we have some
huge shoes to fill in leadership and athleticism ....
losing our four year starter at shortstop, Kellie
Corder and our All-America CF Kristin Spencer.
We have nine freshmen coming in who are all
very athletic and have played for top high school
programs."
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IBM gift helps faculty get ready to teach using SAP
IBM Business Consulting Services is a
A two-year, $60,000 grant from IBM
subcontractor
supporting the Unified NASA
Business Consulting Services will help
Information
Technology
Services (UNITeS)
business students and faculty at UAH gain
program,
which
includes
NASA's conversion
classroom access to a $3 million business
to
the
SAP
system.
management software package used by the
"With IBM's leadership in supporting the
federal government and leading companies.
UAH
SAP University Alliance program, this
The grant will cover the cost of teach
initiative
under NASA's UNITeS program is
ing faculty in UAH's business school how
critical
to
the long term resource requirements
to use — and how to teach their students
and
success
in keeping NASA at the forefront
to use — the same SAP enterprise resource
of
enterprise
technology," said Dan Harris,
planning (ERP) software being adopted by
a
senior
vice
president and UNITes program
both the U.S. Department of Defense and
executive
with
Science Applications
NASA. SAP's software is also in wide use
International
Corporation
(SAIC) of San
in private industry.
Diego.
SAIC
is
the
prime
contractor
on
"NASA and DoD have committed
NASA's
UNITeS
program.
to go to SAP," said Dr. Jatinder "Jeet"
SAP's ERP software is a powerful
Gupta, UAH's eminent scholar in
IBM officials present check to UAH. From left, Eminent Scholar Jatinder
management
tool that helps organizations
management. "If that is the case, there
Gupta, IBM representatives Wayne Zeek, Richard Burnett, President
integrate
accounting,
inventory control,
will be a lot of demand for UAH business
Frank Franz and Business Dean David Billings.
other business
production
planning
and
graduates who have a working knowledge
"IBM
is
pleased
to
be
the
corporate
sponsor
for
activities
across
traditional
functional
areas.
of SAP and ERP software.
the
UAH-SAP
University
Alliance
Program,"
said
Because
ERP
systems
often
link
suppliers,
"Given the importance of both the Army and
Bob Luby, IBM vice president for public sector sup
vendors and customers, non-ERP companies
NASA to the local economy and local industry, it
ply
chain
management.
"We
are
honored
to
provide
that do business with the Department of Defense,
seemed appropriate that our students should be
resources
to
help
NASA or ERP-enabled companies also need
the
university
build
a
formal
SAP
introduced to the ERP software that both agencies
curriculum
that
will
help
prepare
UAH
graduates
employees familiar with ERP systems.
are implementing. With a working knowledge of
with
key
technology
skills
to
better
serve
the
local
SAP, students will also be better prepared to learn
market place."
other ERP products.

The Boeing Co. provides a check tor $40,000 for a
second round of funding tor the K-12 Pre-Service Teacher
Training program at UAH. The program is designed to help
teacher^ on how to teach inquuv-based science.
The program is a collaboration of the College of
Liberal Arts and the College of Science.

Pictured are: Vice President for University Advancement
Derald Morgan: Henry Pugh, Director of Integrated
Defense Systems at Boeing-, and Tina Branch,
Community and Education Relations Specialist.

Osher Institute offers summer enrichment series
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at
The University of Alabama in Huntsville will be
offering a summer enrichment series this summer
on "Broadening Horizons Together: Our World
Today."
July 6: A forum will be held on "A Global
Perspective on Economics in Today's World."
Dr. Allen Wilhite, chairman of the UAH
Economics Department, will be joined by Cynthia
Mabry, who will discuss how trade deficits help
finance the budget deficit. Ron Klein, the CEO of
Belzon and a former professor of economics, will
provide concluding remarks. The event begins at
9 a.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn on Governor's
House Drive.

July 13: Our Shifting Political Scene: Are You
Read or Are You Blue?" Tommy Williams, long
time professor of political science at UAH will give
an overview of where we stand on a local, statewide
and national level. Judge Hartwell Lutz will moder
ate a panel of local politicians and politically active
citizens. This forum will be held at the Hilton
Garden Inn.
July 20: "Exploring Global Issues: Today,
Tomorrow and Beyond." Dr. Fred Burg, chairman
of the Alabama Emergency Response Commission
on the Healthcare Crisis, will speak on problems
of disease worldwide. Frank Young, an attorney and
chairman of the Birmingham Commission on
Foreign Relations, will present a strategic plan for

China, and David Nash of the BE&.K Government
Group in Birmingham will make a presentation on
restructuring Iraq. This event begins at 9 a.m. at the
Hilton Garden Inn.
July 27: A forum on "Can and Should Universal
Social Ethics Solve the Problems of Poverty and
Injustice will be directed by Bayse Holland Shuey.
Other speakers will discuss an in-depth review of
what has been done in Huntsville, and what the
major world faiths express about their responsibility.
This forum begins at 9 a.m. at the Hilton Garden
Inn.
These forums are open to institute members.
For more information, contact Barbara Lucero at
880-6865 or Mary Compton at 721-1217.
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Your active
alumni card is
good for discounts
on campus.
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/ Wachovia Bank has endowed a new scholarship at The University of Alabama in Huntsville. Their $20,000
gift will give preference to under-represented students who are Alabama residents and exhibit academic merit
and financial need. Shown from left at the gift presentation are: Vice President for University Advancement
J. Derald Morgan; President Frank Franz; Wachovia Bank Regional Vice President Bill Watson;
Senior Vice President Penny Billings; and J. E. P. Buchanan, Huntsville City President.

Board of Directors
David. B. Edwards, '85
Robert B. Goyer, Jr., '98, '01
Robert S. Harris '98
Jason B. Holt, '02, '04
Patricia A. McCay, '81
Megan. L. Moore, '94
David E. Milly, '76
Clifford M. Pate, '97
Judith A. Penney,'82
Jonathan W. Pippin, '94
Jeremy D. Pope, '00
Darrell L. Quarles, '97, '00
John F. Rice, '99
Cathryn M. Sterling, '01, '03
Teresa W. Taylor, '87
Emily H. Vandiver, '87
Martha E. Walls-Merritt, '75, '94
Donna S. Whetstone, '97
Nancy R. Wolfe, '94
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2006 Alabama Science

J. Derald Morgan

and Engineering Fair.

Vice President for University Advancement

More than 200 students
from across Alabama
came to UAH to
compete for prizes
and scholarships
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Class

NOTES UAH
2005
Lisa Y. Grice, BA, elementary
education, is a teacher's assistant for
special education classes at Columbia
Elementary School, Huntsville.

2001

1992

1985

Sharon A. Myers, MS, management,
is the director of Corporate
Development for FPMI Solutions, Inc.
in Huntsville.

Rebecca Heintschel Howell, BS,
chemistry, is a dentist in Huntsville.

Michael B. Sabin, BS, electric and
computer engineering, is the station
manager and chief engineer for Trans
World Radio's shortwave radio station
(KTWR) in Merizo, Guam.

Justin R. Scharber, BS, mechanical
engineering, has been appointed a
flight test engineer for Westar
Aerospace and Defense Group, Fort
Rucker, Ala.

2000

2004

Michael Kirkpatrick, MSM,
management, has been promoted to
executive vice president of DESE
Research, Inc, Huntsville.

Stefanie E. Dodd, MSE, electrical
engineering, is a test engineer and
instructor for Lockheed-Martin,
Orlando, Fla.

David J. Hewitt, BS, mechanical
engineering, has accepted a new
position helping to design a propellant
feed system for the upper stage of
NASA's crew launch vehicle for
Teledyne Brown Engineer, Huntsville.
Whitney Mock Jansen, BS, chemical
engineering, is a chemical process
engineer for DuPont, LaPorte, Texas.

2003
Jed A. Earls, BS, nursing, is working
on his master's degree at Middle
Tennessee State University to become
a nurse anesthetist. He currently
resides in Nashville, Term.

1999
Shirley J. Sartin, BSBA,
management information systems,
completed a master's of science degree
in computer information systems and
has also received certification as a
project management professional.
She is the founder of the
International Institute of Business
Analysis (IIBA) chapter in
Jacksonville, Fla.

1996
Gary J. Counts, MSE, electrical
engineering, is an engineer for the
US Army, Huntsville.

LaPrayshia O. Peoples, MA, public
administration, is a manager of
education for Junior Achievement,
Atlanta, Ga.

1990
Robert A. Rodgers, MS, physics, is a
deputy chief for the Air Force Surgeon
General at Boiling AFB, Washington,
DC. He was recently named the 2005
United States Air Force Health
Physicist of the Year. He holds two
additional master's degrees, one in
medical physics from the University
of Texas Health Science Center at
Houston and M.D. Anderson Cancer
Center and one in health physics from
Georgia Institute of Technology. He is
board certified by the American Board
of Radiology in therapeutic radiologic
physics, diagnostic radiologic physics,
and medical nuclear physics. He is also
board certified by the American Board
of Science in Nuclear Medicine, in
nuclear medical physics, and instru
mentation plus radiation protection
and safety. He is currently a major in
the USAF and began his tenth year
of service in January 2006. He and his
wife live in Arlington, Va.
Peggy J. Wilfong, MA, English, was
recently promoted to professor of
English at Cedarville University,
Ohio, where she has been on faculty
since 2000. She resides in Springfield,
Ohio.

Is your spouse a UAH graduate?
Graduation year(s) and majors:

If yes, grad year(s) and majors:

Home address:

Other news:

Home telephone number: (

1998
David R. Hollman, BS, mechanical
engineering, died in May. He was a
resident of Meridianville, Ala.
1996
Shawn B. Allin, Ph.D., materials
science, died in May. He was an
associate professor of chemistry at
Spring Hill College, Mobile, Ala.
1977
Joseph W. Leary, MAS, administra
tive science, died in March. He was a
resident of Huntsville.
1976
Barron T. Grace, BA, psychology,
died in September 2005. He lived in
Bethesda, Md.
1972
Jerrell R. Powers, MS, physics, died
in January. He lived in Katy, Texas.

Your spouse's full name:

Full Name (include maiden name if applicable):

State

Deaths

Have you won an award, changed jobs, earned a promotion, or
completed another degree? Your UAH classmates would like to know!
Send us your news and we'll publish it in the next issue. News may be
submitted online at www.uah.fedu. Click on "Alumni Association,"
then on "Address Update." Or, complete and mail the form below to:
Alumni News, Shelbie King Hall 300, Huntsville, AL 35899.

Send us your

City

R. Scott Seeley, BSBA, finance, has
been promoted to president of Regions
Bank, Huntsville.

yes

no

Zip

)

Home e-mail address:
Place of Employment:,
Position/title:
Is this

a promotion?

a new employer?

Business Address:__
Business phone: (

)

Business e-mail:
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